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2. Course Description:  
This course covers the subject of spiritual gifts. The course studies the various Bible passages that speak of spiritual gifts and of their purpose in the body of Christ. It also gives helps in how to recognize the gifts that God has given to individuals.
3. Suggested teaching schedule:  2-3 hours
4. Materials available:  
Teacher notes

Houts Spiritual Gifts Inventory Test
(For more information on the latest resources available for this course, check the website:  iTeenChallenge.org)
5. How this course can be used:

This course is for training current and potential leaders for Teen Challenge ministry.  It can be used in a variety of settings:

1. As an individual self study course:  You can read through the materials available and listen to the tape.  We encourage you to take notes on how you can relate this to your own situation.

2. Play the audio/video tape of this session for your training.  Provide each one attending a copy of the Participant Notesheet.  We encourage you to use the PowerPoint presentation as you listen to the tape.  If you use this option, it would be best to follow with a discussion of how you can begin applying these principles in your own setting.
3. Use these resources to plan your own teaching of this course in your local ministry setting.  We encourage you to provide each one with a copy of the Participant Notesheet or create your own notesheet.
6. Background reading:  For additional study on this topic:  See Bibliography listed at the end of this course.
7. Translation of this course:  Please check the website iTeenChallenge.org to see if this course is already available in your language.  We are very interested in offering this course in other languages. If you translate this course, please send a copy to Global Teen Challenge at gtc@globaltc.org  
8. Video or audio tapes this course:  Please check the website iTeenChallenge.org to see if a video or audio tape version of this course is already available in your language.  We are very interested in offering this course in other languages. If you teach this course, please make a video or audio tape of the training and send a copy to Global Teen Challenge at gtc@globaltc.org or mail it to the address listed below.
9. Request for evaluations and feedback:   Global Teen Challenge is seeking to improve the training resources it provides.  Your evaluation and feedback would be most helpful to the on-going development of this course and other training resources. You can email your comments directly to gtc@globaltc.org or go to the website: iTeenChallenge.org and click on the Contact Us button.

Global Teen Challenge is also looking to expand the training resources for equipping leaders in Teen Challenge centers around the world.  If there are other topics you would like to study, please send your ideas to the address below.  If you have training materials that you would like to recommend, please send those ideas as well.

10. Contact information

Global Teen Challenge 

PO Box 511

Columbus, GA 31902  USA

Physical address

Global Teen Challenge

15 West 10th Street

Columbus, GA 31901  USA

Phone:  706-576-6555

Email:  gtc@globaltc.org
Websites:  
Teen Challenge Training resources: iTeenChallenge.org

Global Teen Challenge: Globaltc.org
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Teachers Notes

Introduction:   God's place for you

We grow spiritually in our walk with the Lord and this process is both individual and collective. Growth can also be numeric but our main focus is on our growth in and within the Body of Christ.

God has a place for each of us in His Body.  Ephesians 1:3-14

(note that this is one sentence in the Greek.  It is often referred to as a doxology because it recites what God has done and is an expression of worship and honor to Him)

· v. 4   He chose us to be blameless

· v. 5   He destined us in love to be His sons according to the purpose of His will

· v. 12 He appointed us to live for His praise and glory

· v. 18 We are His inheritance...the...saints

I.
We must recognize the body is one    Ephesians 4:1 ff     

A.
Recognize unity - already existing positionally in Christ

B.
The unity of faith - John 17:21   the message of Christ and the apostles 


Ephesians 4:13

C.
Unity through the headship of the Lord  Eph. 4:15

D.
Growth   Eph. 4:15

E.
We are joined together - a living organism  Eph. 4:16

II.
The body has many members - YOU    I Corinthians 12:14-27

A.
We are all part of the same, ONE Body,  IF Christ is Lord of our life 


 v. 13

B.
God has placed us  v.18

C.
We differ one from another  vs. 14-16, 20

D.
We need each other  vs. 21-26; Galatians 5:13; 6:2

E. 
We are responsible to each other   Romans 12:9-18

III.
God has given each member - YOU - gifts

A.
Exposition of I Corinthians 12         


vs. 1-6

a. we are not ignorant



b. the source of the gifts



c. the same Spirit



d. all is done in unity

vs. 7-11
a. it is the Spirit who gives



b. it is as He wills



c. He gives in diversity

vs. 12-26
An analogy of the Body of Christ to the physical body



a. God placed each in the body as He desired  v.18



b. those who seem to be less important are very 


important  v.22 





c. there is no division; members care for and build up 

each other v. 25  

vs. 27-31
We are the Body of Christ - eagerly desire the greater 

gifts.

B.
Holy Spirit gifts:  a definition
1.
A spiritual gift is a special ability given by the Holy Spirit to 
every member of the Body of Christ according to  God's grace 
for use within the context of the Body.

2.
Spiritual gifts are manifested: they are miraculous, supernatural 
instantaneous manifestations of the Holy Spirit.  Man doesn't 
use the gifts as much as the Holy Spirit uses the man as He 
wills.   
I Corinthians 12:11

3.
I Corinthians 11-14 gives instructions for the church when they 
come together.

IV.
Purposes and Benefits of the gifts of the Holy Spirit

A.
To establish the Church

B.
To edify the Body of Christ   Ephesians 4:13-14

C.
For effective Christian living  I Corinthians 12:16

D.
To glorify God.  I Peter 4:10-11

E.
For service and outreach

V.
The Holy Spirit enters into the believer at salvation, so all believers are 
baptized by the Holy Spirit  I Corinthians 12:13 but not all believers are 
baptized in the Holy Spirit.

A.
The Holy Spirit baptizes us into the Body of Christ

B.
The minister/pastor baptizes us in water

C.
The Lord Jesus baptizes us in the Holy Spirit

VI.
All power and gifts are given and are potentially resident in the believer.  
Spiritual gifts are meant for others, not the possessor.

A.
Gifts are not rewards or signs of holiness but tools through which the 
work of the Lord can be done.

B.
Gifts are not talents

1.
Gifts are bestowed. They are given for the sole purpose of 
serving others, never for self-gain, glory or recognition.  

2.
Talents are natural abilities. Often they are used to bring honor, 
money, prestige, etc., to the individual.

3.
Everyone is made in the image and likeness of God thus natural 
talents are ultimately are given by God--even the atheist has 
them.

4.
Only Christians can have spiritual gifts.

5.
Spiritual gifts are not just dedicated talents, although there may 
sometimes be a relationship.

6.
Spiritual gifts are God-given, even when there is an apparent 
talent or ability in that particular area.  The Holy spirit 
transforms, anoints and empowers.

C.
Gifts are not Christian roles.

1.
Many spiritual gifts are roles that are acted out by all believers, 
i.e. witnessing, faith, giving, etc.

2.
A role means that a function is assumed, i.e.  it may be 
necessary for you to be a teacher at some point even if you 
don't have the gift of teaching.

 3.
It is dangerous to use the excuse of not having a gift for not 
fulfilling spiritual roles and responsibilities as a believer.

D.
Spiritual gifts are NOT the fruit of the Spirit.   Galatians 5:22-23

1.
The fruit is the normal, expected outcome and flow of the 
character of Jesus and godly growth and maturity in the 
personal life of the believer, i.e. Christlikeness.

2.
Each of the major expositions on Spiritual gifts has an 
accompanying passage on their use of love.

3.
It is developed in the believer’s walk through openness and 
yieldedness to the Holy Spirit.

4.
Gift does --  Fruit  is.   The balance of both is needed beginning 
with the fruit

5.
The fruit of the Spirit is a pre-requisite for the effective exercise 
of the gifts.

6.
Gifts are temporal but fruit is eternal.

VII.
Openness to all Spiritual gifts




A.
Beware of over-attempts of gifts classification.  The three major 
passages on gifts, Romans 12, I Corinthians 12 and Ephesians 4, are 
actually parallel passages from the same author with similar content, 
addressed to different 
groups with varied applications.

B.
There are extremes to note:

1.
Gift phobia   --
Gifts are untouchable, rare, hallowed and  



to be used only by some

2.
Gift exaltation
 --  
Gifts are seen and used as Spiritual




play-toys" feeding ego-Christianity
3.
Gift projection   --  
Trying to assume another's gifts or put 



the responsibility of your gifts on another

C.
Spiritual gifts without love are:

1.
intimidating

2.
inflating

3.
insatiable

4.
isolated

5.
intermittent

VIII.
Let the Holy Spirit manifest Himself in a variety of ways for the common good   

I Corinthians 12:7

A.
Some manifestations are only for use in the collective Body, i.e. pastor, 
prophecy, etc.

B.
There are other gifts and operations which are practical applications for 
the daily life, i.e. leadership, administration, giving, helping, serving, 
etc.

C.
There are also offices of ministry, i.e.  apostle, prophet, evangelist, 
pastor 
and teacher.

D.
Manifestations are not to be confused with human responses and 
reactions to the overwhelming power of the Holy Spirit, i.e. 
clapping, jumping, shaking, trembling, falling, shouting, dancing.

1. The Holy Spirit in His sovereignty allows the human nature to respond giving the glory to Christ and to the Father using human responses.  Man easily makes such responses the form, or routine when neither may be Biblically described as manifestations.

2. God is a God of variety and He does all for the "common good".  What He allows for the good can become routine and meaningless, and can go to the extreme of carnality which can hinder more than help, i.e. people coming for loaves and fishes;  some seeking only "bless-me clubs" or "glory trips.”

IX.
We can recognize and seek after the Holy Spirits gifts to operate in and 
through us.

A.
Discovering and using your Spiritual Gifts


Questions to ask yourself:

1.
What gives me joy in doing?

2.
What is God blessing in my life?

3.
What has the Holy Spirit impressed me with or told me?

4.
How have others encouraged me? 

B.
Practical advice

1.
Be spiritually “hungry” and open to the Holy Spirit.

2.
Seek and desire earnestly.

3.
Step out in faith and put your gifts to test.

4.
Be open to guidance.

5.
Continue to practice and use the spiritual gifts given.

6.
Allow them to grow and develop

7.
See how the Holy Spirit will allow various spiritual gifts He has 
given you to blend with each other and with those in the Body 
of Christ of which you are a part.

X.
Spiritual gift definitions  (separate notes)

XI.
Our approach to studying spiritual gifts



There are many approaches in considering spiritual gifts.  For the purpose of 
this study, we have chosen the following basis and criteria:

A.
The spiritual gift should be listed in a Biblical context where gifts are 
taught.

B.
Greek New Testament terms for spiritual gifts should be used in the 
context. 

C.
The spiritual gifts should be mentioned clearly at least in two different 
but appropriate contexts.

D.
There should be clear, definite, experiential evidence confirming the 
Biblical, contextual description and use of the gifts.

XII.
Spiritual gifts inventory  
The “Houts Spiritual Gifts Inventory Test” is an excellent tool to help a person determine their spiritual gifts. A modified version can be found at this website:
http://www.buildingchurch.net/g2s.htm
Conclusion:

A.
Remember that you are special and that you have received the 
impartation of spiritual gifts through the person of the Holy Spirit who 
indwells every true believer.

B.
Be open and receptive.

C.
Be full of the Holy Spirit releasing the operation of the gifts by faith.

D.
Desire earnestly and develop those gifts which you recognize having.

E.
Use the gifts in cooperating with God in building His church.

All scriptures used are taken from the New American Standard Bible unless otherwise indicated.
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