1 Finishing Well – Study Guide

How Do We Finish Well?

By Daryel Erickson
Study Guide
A. Introduction – The process of finishing well.

1. Video – USA Rowing Team http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LCkJuVfWVb0&feature=fvwrel 


a. What are the conditions that make the difference between a bronze, silver or 

gold metal in the Olympics?




1) 




2) 




3) 




4) 




5) 



b.  What makes a winning team, organization, ministry or person?




1) How do we finish as winner?  How do we finish well?


2. Illustrations: 



a. Read the Prologue by Dave Kraft, “Leaders Who Last.” Broadhurst didn’t win 

but he was faithful and finished the race in style. 




b. Scott Hamilton Olympic skater, shortly after winning his Gold medal was 


quoted as saying when asked why he was looking at the medal so intently: “What I 

was doing was looking at 16 years of my life." 




1) Maybe when we look at the prize of eternal life be able to look back 



at our 
lives filled with training, discipline and obedience knowing that 


we have rowed with perseverance the race marked out for us.




2) "Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us" (Hebrews 


12:1).  It isn’t how we begin a race that is important but how we end the 


race set before us. 

3. Dr. Bobby Clinton, professor at Fuller Seminary, Pasadena, CA in his book “The 
Making of a Leaders,” says, “only 30% of Christian leaders finish well.”



a. High profile Christian leaders .



b. Dr. Clinton writes, “There are many things that prevent us from finishing well 

in a crazy, fast-paced world. Leaders fight battles within and without that cause 

them to plateau, quit, or be disqualified. Too many (Christian Leaders) are 


dropping out of the race, losing heart, and letting go of their dreams and lofty 

purposes. They are simply giving up and throwing in the towel.” (page 20)



c. Dr. Clinton in his book suggest five characteristics of Christian leaders that 


enables them to finish well:




1) They maintain




2) They maintain




3) They lived




4) They see the importance




5) They have 



c) It is clear that if I want to finish well I must remain relevant, vibrant and fresh 

in my leadership and in my daily walk with the Lord.




1) All of this is directly related to my willingness to ____________________ .




2) A leaning ____________ is the key to leadership survival and victory in an 


ever-changing world we live in.




3) Sometimes the best thing we can do to help someone is not trying to 


give them the _______________________________________________________________ .

B. What does winning look like for us, for Teen Challenge, for God, others?


1. Part of finishing well is making sure we are running or rowing for the right purpose 
and to toward the right goal.


2. Write down give things that TC center must do to end well?



a. 



b. 



c. 



d. 

3. What does winning look like in the eyes of God? Ourselves? Others?



a. What did Jesus say?  




1) John 6:8, “I came down from heaven not to follow my own 




whim but to accomplish the will of the One who sent me.” 




2) John 4:34, “The food that keeps me going is that I do the will of the 



One who sent me, finishing the work He started.”




3) Luke 19:10, “The Son of Man came to find and restore the lost.”

C. In summary


1. We have to learn to not just live for the dote but for the line if we are going to have 
longevity and effectiveness in ministry.



a. The dote represents living for today – fulfill a list of task



b. Living for the line is living for those things that will last over 




the long haul – for eternity.




1) Hebrews 12:1-11 (read in the Message); I Cor 9:24-27




2) We are not running a sprint (the dote), we are running a long distance 


race (the line).  We are running for the greatest prize – the souls of men.


2. We are running to end well – to hear the words, “Well done thy good and faithful 

servant.”
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